
What’s the significance of the  breast 
cancer theme in Seaview Inn ? 
 
I try to write about issues that are 
important to women and almost 
nothing affects more lives than breast 
cancer. Whether we deal with such a 
diagnosis ourselves or with a family 
member or friend, so many of us can 
relate to this horrible disease and the 
need for a cure. I've lost an aunt and a 
very good friend to breast cancer and 
have another friend who's battling a 
recurrence. How each of them has 
faced this journey has affected my life. 
I think most readers will relate. 
 
Tell us about Welcome To Serenity  
that comes out in late November.  
 
Welcome to Serenity tackles those bah-
humbug folks who dread the holidays. 
We've all known them, but in so many 
instances we don't know why they 
can't seem to get into the holiday 
spirit that the rest of us love. In this 
case, the newest Sweet Magnolia, 
Jeanette, suffered a tragedy that tore 
her family apart. Faced with having to 
work on the town's holiday festival, 
she has to confront those bitter 
memories and try to mend fences with 
her family. And, of course, there's a 
wonderful guy with his own holiday 
issues, to say nothing of an entire 
community obsessed with Christmas 
just to keep things lively. 
 
I understand Serenity  is the fourth 
book of your Sweet Magnolias trilogy . 
 
I've written many series through the 
years that somehow wound up going 
on and on beyond the books originally 
envisioned. Readers have responded 
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well to the Sweet Magnolias and I love 
writing about these women and their 
community. I'm working on a fifth book 
for 2010, Best Friends...Forever.  
 
Enduring friendship plays an 
important role in your novels.  
 
For those who keep track of 
astrological things, I was born on the  
cusp of Cancer and Leo, which means  I 
tend to keep people close. It also means 
I think I get to control the world, but 
that's another story. I have friends 
who've known me since I was a baby, 
friends from school and church when I 
was a kid, friends from college, friends 
from every place I've worked. I try not 
to let any of them get away. These 
connections make us who we are and I 
treasure every one of them. 
 
How many books have you written? 
Would you call yourself prolific? 
 
The count's somewhere around 110...or 
more. I lost count when I hit 100 a few 
years ago. As for being prolific, I came 
out of journalism. Newspapers come 
out every day. I'm used to deadlines 
and I love to write. 
 
You worked 10 years as a journalist, 
most of them as a TV critic for 
newspapers in Ohio and Florida.  
 
I loved being a television critic, though 
I have to say it was tricky writing 
harsh columns about a news anchor or 
actor one day, then having to go out the 
next day and beg an interview from 
someone who wanted to throttle me. I 
still love the news business. I still want  
 
“Sherryl” continued on page 2          

January 15: Deadline 
for buying your 
tickets to lunch with 
Sherryl Woods 
 
See bottom of page 2 
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Sherryl Woods answers 
my questions in the 
interview at the right. 

November 2008 



��������	
���
�������

�����������
����������
�
��� �
���������������������

����
����������
��� � � ��������������� � � � �������

������ ���!������"
�
����#����������
#	�����������$� ���%��&��'��
(������(�#����������� ���!������"
�
����#����������
#	�����������$� ���%��&��'��
(������(�#����������� ���!������"
�
����#����������
#	�����������$� ���%��&��'��
(������(�#����������� ���!������"
�
����#����������
#	�����������$� ���%��&��'��
(������(�#������ ���
����

)*+���� ��,!������"
�
����#����������
#	����������� �
����-��+���.+�/�����
���
(������(�#�����)*+���� ��,!������"
�
����#����������
#	����������� �
����-��+���.+�/�����
���
(������(�#�����)*+���� ��,!������"
�
����#����������
#	����������� �
����-��+���.+�/�����
���
(������(�#�����)*+���� ��,!������"
�
����#����������
#	����������� �
����-��+���.+�/�����
���
(������(�#������
����

���01��2!������"
�
����#����������
#	�������������� ��$�

�
�
(������(�#��������01��2!������"
�
����#����������
#	�������������� ��$�

�
�
(������(�#��������01��2!������"
�
����#����������
#	�������������� ��$�

�
�
(������(�#��������01��2!������"
�
����#����������
#	�������������� ��$�

�
�
(������(�#������ ���
����

����)-$0�3�
(������(�#����������)-$0�3�
(������(�#����������)-$0�3�
(������(�#����������)-$0�3�
(������(�#������ 
���
����42��
��5���0�(/�
��6�
�'�77
!�+���1
���6�
 ��
��8
�	�
%!�*��������
*
#���
#	���
��9�:��5�
��
�#�('���
�9;�<��'��
�
��� ���)�
��'�����$0�3���

�
5���
"���(�#���
���
�%��������
(�����������
��
�'�� ���������=
��5���
"���(�#���
���
�%��������
(�����������
��
�'�� ���������=
��5���
"���(�#���
���
�%��������
(�����������
��
�'�� ���������=
��5���
"���(�#���
���
�%��������
(�����������
��
�'�� ���������=
�� !��

��
�#��#	� >=
%
/������)�
��'�����$�(���0�(��%�

���
��
��3
/�
�%!���#�?� ���������5�����-
	��8
�	�
%!�*�����!�)3�22@�:����(� ��%�(���
A���#��'
��#
�'�
���
������
��'����#�������������
��'����#�������������
��'����#�������������
��'����#������� ��������%�(��
����
�'��
=�
�'�'
��#�
�������6�
�'�77
 ��5
#	�����
���/���

��'����%�(��

�
$�
�
���
���
����#���!��
�������"�'��6��(=�����(�'� /��	��
#	����������������
��(�����
��������������

“Sherryl” from page 1 
 
to know the things nobody's 
reporting about. Once journalism is 
in your blood, it never goes away. 
And for all of those who criticize the 
mainstream media, just remember 
that there's a reason that freedom of 
the press was included in the 
Constitution. We need people asking 
the tough questions and making sure 
that light shines into all the darkest 
corners of the world. 

Why should readers in SW Florida pay 
to have lunch with you in January?  
 
Beyond supporting a wonderful cause, 
of course, we're going to have a great 
time. There's nothing I love more than 
talking about books with other folks 
who love them. It was my favorite part 
of owning a bookstore for 10 years and 
I miss it. So, I won't be the only one 
talking on January 22. I want everyone 
there to fill me in on authors they love, 
so I can discover some new books, too! 
www.sherrylwoods.com 

Burn Zone  is the latest book of James O. Born who worked as a Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement agent, with the U.S. Marshall’s Service and the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration before writing his five novels, ranging from organized crime to drugs to public 
corruption. Agent Alex Duarte is one of his real life characters. Born’s Escape  Clause  won the 
Florida Book Award for First Novel. Born knows real cop work, from practical joking to  
risk taking. Have lunch with him February 24.  www.jamesoborn.com 

Note 

ticket 

deadlines 

below 

A Deadly Silver Sea is the fourth book by fourth generation Floridian mystery writer Bob 
Morris. It comes out December 9. The fifth of his Zack Chasteen Florida and Caribbean-based 
mysteries, Baja Florida , is due out in 2009. You can ask him about them at the Friends 
February 24 author luncheon. He’ll be vying for attention with his cohort in crime, James Born. 
Morris says his interests are food, drink and arguing, usually in that order.  www.bobmorris.net  

The Steel Wave  is the second in Jeff Shaara’s World War II trilogy and his eighth best seller. 
His first book, Gods and Generals , was on the NY Times Best Seller list for 15 weeks and 
then made into a movie of the same name in 2003. That novel was the prequel to his father 
Michael Shaara’s classic novel, The Killer Angels , which was made into the 1993 movie, 
Gettysburg. Those interested in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars and World War II won’t want 
to miss this literary war expert at the Friends March 20 author luncheon.  www.jeffshaara.com 
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The Friends of South County Regional Library’s 
Book Sales and First Dibs programs garnered a 
Special Projects Honorable Mention Award from 
the Friends, Foundations & Boards of the 
Florida Library Association. 

Sally is the consummate 21 st century 
librarian who embraces digital 
reference and provides excellent 
customer service. As 
Coordinator for Lee 
County Library 
System’s Ask-A-
Librarian staff, Sally 
does a thorough job 
of coordinating the 
LCLS live chat team 
schedule with 
complete coverage, 
arranging training 
when necessary and checking answers 
to ensure that our staff  give exemplary 
reference service. Sally won the 
Exemplary Teaching Award last year, 
and was asked to serve a two-year term 
on the statewide Chat Reference 
Advisory Board.   
 
In addition to her local responsibilities, 
Sally was recently accepted as a book 
reviewer for Library Journal . She has 
completed five excellent reviews and 
received praise from her editor.  
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Kathy Mayo has received the Maria 
Chavez-Hernandez Libraries Change 
People’s Lives Award .  
 
Kathy’s work clearly perpetuates the 
dynamic spirit of Dr. Maria Chavez-
Hernandez by expanding  
opportunities of information access to 
underserved and immigrant 
populations. Service projects include 
bookmobile service focusing on low-
income neighborhoods, literacy 
programs, a unique assistive 
technology program, a books-by-mail 
program, senior outreach and a sub-
regional Talking Books library. 
 
Kathy approaches her work with 
passion and tenacity. She has 
secured grant funding for several 
projects and has been recognized 
locally and nationally many times for 
her work. Helped by Kathy's efforts, 
the Lee County Library System 
received the 2004 Business of the 
Year Award from the Hispanic 
Affairs Advisory Council for LCLS’s 
multicultural and related programs. 

The National Friends 
of the Library USA 
Association gave 
Honorable Mention to 
the Friends of SCRL 
in the printed 
newsletters category 
for public library 
Friends groups 
without paid staff. The 
Florida Library Assn. 
had already given two 
first place newsletter 
awards to Friends to 
Friends. 
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Editor Dave 
Hauenstein 
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L to R, Carolyn Piscitello, Steve Shandor and Dorothea Meldner 
are instrumental to the functioning of the two winning programs. 
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Kathy Mayo, SCRL 
Outreach Services 
Manager and a 
charter member of 
the Friends, is happy 
to announce the 
November arrival of 
LCLS’s new 
bookmobile. See the 
Friends to Friends 
January ‘09 issue for 
photo and story. 

Sally Bissell is a charter 
member of the Friends  
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When you visit the Friends 
website, you’ll find it has been 
completely updated over the 
summer and sports a new look. 
Complete archives of our event 
photos and press clippings are 
displayed in a wonderful online 
scrapbook for all to see. This work 
was done by Kim Dailey of Papyrus 
Document & Design who is also the 
Friends webmaster. The updated 
look of the website even includes a 
“weather bug” on the home page so 
members can see the temperature 
and sky condition in Estero no 
matter where they are! 
 
A big thank you to Dorothea 
Meldner, Steve Shandor and 
other Friends  members  who 
handle things all summer long while 
many of us are up north.   
 
A note about “First Dibs,” our 
continuous book sale at the 
Library. Last March, we added a 
second bookcase. Through late 
October of 2008, sales were $9,700 
which is 98% of what we sold all last 
year, and we still have two months to 
go in 2008. We’ll give a full report of 
total revenues and information about 
what your efforts and support are 
accomplishing at the Friends Annual 
Meeting. Hear the news and enjoy a 
good program scheduled for January 
30 at the Library. 

It’s time for our Friends group to 
come to life as Fall is upon us and 
the snowbirds are flying south  
once again. As we start the 2008-09 
season, I’m reminded that this is an 
important one for us. We will 
celebrate our 5 th  Anniversary in 
March, 2009. We have accomplished 
much in almost five years and this 
promises to be still another year 
when we are able to support South 
County Regional Library financially. 
 
The Board of Directors has 
approved the purchase of a state 
of the art audio-video system for 
the Library Meeting Room . This 
purchase, totaling around $20,000, 
represents our largest contribution to 
date to the Library. It will make a 
significant difference in the sound 
and video quality of  programs and 
greatly add to the enjoyment of those 
attending. We expect to have the 
purchase finalized and installation 
completed by year end. Sounds like a 
great way to start our 5 th  year! 
 
A well-developed set of Library 
programs and musical concerts 
has been planned for this year. For a 
complete list, please check our 
website at www.friendsofscrl.org .  
 
Our Friends group is especially 
pleased to have been awarded a 
community partner grant from 
Target , in the amount of $2,050 , 
which will fund SCRL’s entire 
concert program for the season. In a 
period of economic downturn, we are 
pleased to be able to provide this 
programming for the Library which 
is experiencing significant budget 
reductions. 

In Memoriam 
 

Carol Dahnke, Friends  
charter member 

 
Ron Buscani, husband of Friends 

member, Maria Buscani 

By FOSCRL Board 
President Claire 
Hauenstein 

Please Note 
 
Barnes & Noble 
has advised us 
that the 20% 
discount for in-
store book 
purchases under 
our Institutional 
Account will 
expire on 
December 31, 
2008 and will not 
be available to 
our Friends 
group in 2009. 
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When Dorothea Meldner moved to 
the United States from Germany 25 
years ago, she brought almost 700 
books with her. She still has about 
half of them.  
 
So books are very important to you? 
 
I was born into a family of readers 
and being an only child I discovered 
that books make great companions 
and friends. I tried to take as many 
friends (books) with me as possible. 
 
What languages do you read in? 
 
Today I read and write in three 
languages on a regular basis: 
German, Serbian and English. I 
learned German from my father and 
Serbian from my mother.  
 
Do you think differently in other 
languages? 
 
I don’t. When speaking in a language 
that I am fluent in, I also think in 
that same language. 
 
What can you learn about another by 
conversing in her or his language? 
 
I think people are more comfortable 
talking in their own language, so  

Dorothea Meldner’s 
husband Volker took 
this photo of her, 
featuring the smile 
that greets those who 
meet her. 

they are usually more open and 
forthcoming. 
 
When did you find SCRL and how 
did you start volunteering there?  
 
My husband and I moved to Fort 
Myers in December of 2003. I joined 
the Friends of SCRL in 2004 and 
worked at the Friends book sales. 
Book Sales Manager Carolyn 
Piscitello asked me the following 
year to become Summer Book Sales 
Chair. I was elected to the Friends 
Board as Secretary in January 2007. 
 
Have you done other volunteer work?  
 
I was a volunteer and President of 
the Irving Center for Family 
Outreach in Texas. It helps families 
in distress and prevents child abuse 
and neglect. 
 
Why do you always seem so happy? 
 
A long time ago a friend gave me a 
collection of essays about happiness  
from a French writer and columnist 
who wrote under the name Alain. 
One sentence stayed with me, which 
said (loosely translated): “No  
unhappiness is so great that reading 
a good book is not able to cure it.”  
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Castle Arkdale —on a farm in rural Markesan, Wisconsin—is a former  
400,000-gallon manure storage tank, now part of an estimated 1 million-
volume used bookstore spread over a dozen out build ings. It’s down the road a 
piece from the Ripon, Wisconsin summer home of Frie nds Treasurer Gretchen 
Schmidt. Without signs to direct them, people do fi nd this odd book hunters’ 
paradise owned by Leonore and Lloyd Dickmann. Gretc hen thought the book-
loving members of FOSCRL would like to hear about i t. With its knotty pine 
walls, quilts and rockers, this two-level castle sh op strikes Gretchen as a 
comfortable space to browse and linger. 
 
It’s odd and interesting enough to have been discov ered by CBS’s Bill Geist and 
reported on the Sunday Morning  television show. 
 
Old, banned, rare, cheap and children’s books. Open  by chance or appointment. 
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See the award  in the display case in 
the lobby of SCRL.  
 
Last April’s Friends book sale took in 
$1,900 from 642 buyers, nine of 
whom became FOSCRL members.  
 
See the January issue of this news-
letter for an update on the popular 
First Dibs program. 

Find yourself in photos of those who 
have attended Friends events. 

Check out the photo galleries on 
friendsofscrl.org 

Thanks to Carolyn Piscitello for 
putting the book sales together 
and to the many other volunteers 
who help make our book sales so 
successful. No wonder the 
Florida Library Association gave 
a Special Projects Honorable 
Mention Award for 2008 to the 
Friends of SCRL Book Sales and 
First Dibs programs.                

Highlights from the past five 
years of event photos, awards, 
promotions, press coverage, and 
publications have been gathered 
into digital scrapbooks and 
posted on the Friends website . 
Like a physical scrapbook, these 
albums decoratively show photos, 
keepsakes and articles from book 
sales, luncheons and more. Better 
than a typical scrapbook, these 
albums can be viewed online 24/7 by 
anyone, anywhere. They also link  to 
more photo galleries, full text 
newsletters, scanned articles and 
more. These scrapbooks will continue 
to preserve the memories and 
memorabilia of the Friends. You can 
view the scrapbooks online at  
http://friendsofscrl.org . 
 
Another addition to the Friends 
web site is an improved Calendar 
of Events . Just roll over any 
highlighted date on the small home 
page calendar to view event details, 
times and even photos. Events are 
color coded by topic to help you 
narrow down your choices. A quick 
click takes you to more on that date 
or to a box with more information. 

The new calendar automatically 
tracks dates and eliminates old 
information, saving maintenance 
time and cost. In addition to the 
home page mini-calendar, go directly 
to a full list of upcoming events at 
friendsofscrl.org/events/ .  While on 
site, just click on “Events” at the top 
of the page information bar. Buy 
tickets to our Author Luncheon 
Series featuring Sherryl Woods, Bob 
Morris, James O. Born and Jeff 
Shaara. Order their recent books 
from our luncheon page to further 
benefit the Friends. Go directly to 
www .friendsofscrl.org/events 
meet_the_author.asp    
 
— Kim Dailey, Webmaster 
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Calendar of Events 
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Holiday Melodies & More by Broadway Pro Joan Marsha ll 
Saturday, December 13, 2008 at 2 p.m.  (in the library meeting room) 
Joan Marshall sings Kander & Ebb songs such as The World Goes Round, 
Ring Them Bells and Sunrise Sunset. And Christmastime  
favorites like Silver Bells, The Christmas Song and White Christmas. 

Hafenkapelle — Cape Coral German-American Club Harb or Band 
Saturday, January 17, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (outside in front of library) 
As seen at Oktoberfest in Cape Coral, they will play German polkas 
and waltzes as well as American Pop and Big Band favorites. 

Scott Sanchez Classical Guitar Concert 
Saturday, February 14, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (in the library meeting room) 
American-born classical guitarist Scott Sanchez has been described as 
possessing “fast and fluent fingers” and “glowing musicianship.” He’ll play spirited 
music of North and South America and works from European composers. 

Sawgrass Drifters Folk Music Concert 
Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (inside library) 
This dynamic trio’s voices and instrumental work  
are exacting and pure. They harmonize beautifully 
and play well with flair. Hear folk music at its best! 

Mud Bone Jazz and Blues (at Estero Community Park )  
Saturday, March 28, 2009 1-3 p.m.   
As part of “Arts Estero 2009,”  Mud Bone will play an eclectic mix of blues 
styles, including New Orleans, Funk and Rock. Jazz and blues at its finest! 
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Friends of South County  
Regional Library, Inc. 

 
21100 Three Oaks Parkway 

Estero, Florida 33928 
(239) 390-3200       TTY (239) 498-6425 

Email: FOSCRL@aol.com 
Website: www.friendsofscrl.org 

 
Board of Directors 

Claire Hauenstein, President 
Charles (Cas) Obie, Vice-president 

Dorothea Meldner, Secretary 
Gretchen Schmidt, Treasurer 

Carolyn Piscitello, Director at large 
Steve Shandor, Asst. Treasurer, Director at large 

Jimmy Eichbauer, Director at large 
Renee Maxwell, Director at large 

Beth Nitch, SCRL Regional Manager  
 

Ann Clark, SCRL Head of Reference 
Attorney Lee Carney, Legal Advisor 

Kim Dailey, Webmaster 
Dave Hauenstein, Newsletter Editor 

Errol L. Clark III, CPA, PA, Financial Advisor 
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New members 
  

joining now through year end or until 
supplies are depleted, will receive a 

complimentary  Page-A-Day  
Book Lover’s Calendar  for 2009 

 Retail value $11.99! 
  

Current members who give a gift 
membership   

during the period also will receive a 
complimentary calendar. 

  
Participating new/current members will be 
asked to pick up their calendars at South 
County Regional Library at a designated  

date/time to be scheduled when your 
membership is processed. 
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The Friends of SCRL 
are pleased to be listed 

for the first time in 
Gulfshore Life 
magazine’s  

Charity Register  
for 2008, a listing of 
307 worthy causes in 

Lee and Collier 
Counties. 

Shop online with a wide variety 
of online retailers who then 
donate a portion of the sale to 
the Friends of South County 
Regional Library.  
 
Just go to friendsofscrl.org  
and click on iGive.org  

Let your holiday  shopping benefit the Friends 
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365 Days of   
 

Good Authors  
 
 
Good Books  
 
Good Reading 


