
Jeff Klinkenberg spins stories around 
the people and wildlife of Florida with 
wily words of abandon. Florida author 
Carl Hiaasen has taken note of Jeff’s  
“rare eye and affectionate ear for 
those small, wise, bittersweet voices 
that tell the true story of Florida.”  
That includes the large, agitated 
voices of the Florida alligator. 
Klinkenberg documented the time 
Florida Orchestra tuba player Bill 
Mickelsen and his student, John 
Banther, tested the theory that a 
properly rendered B-flat would strike 
a primeval chord with the gators at 
Florida’s Gatorland. Wrote 
Klinkenberg, “Banther lay on the 
boardwalk and hit B-flat. BLAAAA!  
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I felt the boardwalk shake. Was 
Krakatoa about to erupt? An instant 
later, hell broke loose below us. The 
roars of the bull alligators were so 
loud and so deep we felt them in our 
chests. It sounded like T. Rex was 
coming at us through the wood.” 

January  2010 

Mickelsen also serenades full-throated gators. 

Q and A: I asked Jeff Klinkenberg: 
Bob Morris and James O. Born 
suggested you to speak at one of our 
luncheons. Can their recommendation 
be trusted? 
 
I wouldn’t trust them for a second. �  
 
Who are your favorite Florida writers? 
 
I am a fan of Carl Hiaasen, Randy 
Wayne White and, of course, John D. 
MacDonald. My favorite Florida 
fiction writers are Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings, Zora Neale Hurston and 
Peter Matthiessen. 
 
What’s the best part of being a writer? 
 
I think the best thing about being a 
Florida writer is getting to visit the 
most beautiful places in our state and 
meeting the most interesting people. 

Klinkenberg’s interest in Florida began 
when he was growing up in Miami on 
the edge of the Everglades. He jokes he 
was a charter member of “the boys 
without dates” club because of hobbies 
that included catching snakes. 
 
He started working at the Miami News  
when he was 16 and has written at the 
St. Petersburg Times since 1977. 
 
An adjunct instructor in the University 
of Florida’s College of Journalism, he 
has written for magazines. His spoken 
essays are broadcast frequently on 
public radio. 
 
For a partial list of his wide-ranging 
essays and instructions on how to read 
them and watch his videos, see  
 
“Klinkenberg”  on page 2 

Jeff will bring his books 
to the luncheon, 
including his latest, 
Pilgrim in the Land of 
Alligators, and his 
best-selling Seasons 
of Real Florida. 
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 “Klinkenberg” from page 1 
 
This two-time winner of the Paul Hansell Distinguis hed Journalism Award writes about 
Florida panthers, key lime pies, grits, worm grunte rs, smoked mullet, skinny-dippers, the 
Corkscrew Swamp, ghost orchids, barefooted swamp bo ys, shark attacks, landscape painters 
and landscape photographers, Florida icons like Bob  Graham, Marjory Stoneman Douglas, 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and the Creature from the Black Lagoon. 
 
To read his articles and view his great videos, go to www.jeffklinkenberg.com and click on 
“Recent Stories” at the top of his home page. Then click on the tampabay.com  link. 
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March 11 — Meet Lisa Unger , a New York Times, USA Today  
and international bestselling author of literary th rillers. Her latest, 
Die for You, was chosen as a "Great Summer Read" in Parade 
magazine (July 2009) and featured on “Good Morning America .” Her 
novels — including Black Out, Sliver of Truth and Beautiful Lies —  
have been published in over 26 countries. Unger say s, “No matter 
where I am I wonder if I belong somewhere else. I’m  always outside, 
observing. It’s only when I’m writing that I know I ’m truly home.”  
Website: lisaunger.com  

The Annual Meeting of Friends of South County Regio nal Library, Inc. 
 

We will review our accomplishments and elect new me mbers of the 
 Board of Directors. All Friends members are welcom e to attend on 

 
January 28 in the SCRL meeting room at 2 p.m. 
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Our book sales have become so popular that we 
need a storage bin to hold them between sales. 
More volunteers tote them back and forth. It takes 
80-85 volunteers to make a book sale happen. 
That’s pick up, set up, sales, break down and 
return of leftovers to storage.  
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The Shandors’ four children 
gifted them with and are joining 
Betty and Steve on a seven-day 
Caribbean cruise February 6.  
  
Steve is Assistant Treasurer and 
a Director at large of FOSCRL 
for which he and Betty are active 
volunteers. 

Betty is Secretary of the Estero 
Historical Society where Steve is a 
Member of the Board.   
  
They both have been physically involved 
in some of the preliminary 
rehabilitation of the school house and 
cracker house that the Historical 
Society recently had moved to Estero 
Community Park.  

We counted 407 attending last December’s sale and 
spending $2,609 bargain bucks buying books that 
people had gladly donated. That figure does not 
include the Friends of SCRL members who unpacked 

and set up all those books. Nor the Friends who 
happily took the cash from paying patrons. 
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To volunteer, email  
 

carolynlp@ 
 

yahoo.com 

Betty and Steve Shandor 
celebrate their 50th 
anniversary February 6. 

Many Friends-sponsored concerts 

are enjoyed in front of the library. 

Author luncheons 
bring Friends close 
to their favorites. 

From two hot and sultry singers to the sonorous 
sounds of a string quartet, eclectic performances are 
to be enjoyed at South County Regional Library. 



����	
������$%&�����
��
��������2������	���
��	���
 �/5��

���
����������
���� � � �
��
��������� � � �  
�
�%�

W anting to find out what 
makes our oldest charter member 
tick, we interviewed Mimi Straub.  
 
Why did you join the Friends of 
SCRL five years ago? 
 
Libraries have always meant a 
great deal to me. I was over at 
that library so much. They 

invited me (to join the Friends). The 
library was about what I didn’t have 
when I came to Florida 40 years ago. 
When I lived in Atlanta, the doctors 
said my daughter was allergic to (the 
glue in book bindings of) my many 
books. So we got rid of  most of them 
and moved to Miami. 
 
When did you fall in love with books? 
 
When I was six, we lived in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, population 2,800, but 
they did have a library. My father 
marched me into it and got me a 
membership. From then on I read 
and I read every book in the world. 
 
Later we moved to Philadelphia. 
There was this wonderful art gallery 
and library right on the Schuylkill 
River. After that, every time we 
moved, the first place I would look 
would be a library because I had my 
children—my husband (Harrison 
“Bud” Straub) was overseas then—
and they read. My first daughter was 
a good reader but the second one, she 
was precocious; that’s the only thing 
I could say about her. I remember 
catching her using an expression I 
didn’t think was proper for a 4-year-
old to use. She stood there with her 
hands on her hips: “Well, how would 
I know; you haven’t even taught me 
the dictionary.”  
 
Where else in Florida have you lived? 
 
From Miami, we visited the 
Everglades and then the Keys. My 
husband wanted me to live in a 

houseboat. I said no to that; I’ve got to 
have a house around me. We enjoyed 
boating in Estero Bay. We went to Lovers 
Key and those places. And we rode 
around in Bonita and finally in Estero 
where we happened on a paved road 
called Broadway. At the end of that road 
was Estero River Heights. It was on the 
river, something important to us, being 
boaters. So we bought two lots. 
 
What libraries did you discover in SW 
Florida before South County Regional? 
 
I went to the library in Fort Myers and 
then in Bonita. When we got the library 
here in Estero, I was in 7 th  heaven. 
 
What have you done to live so long? 
 
(Laughter). “I’m too mean to die.”   
 
What’s something important that you’ve 
learned in your 97 years?  
 
The value of friendships. Each friend 
that I meet has a certain thing that they 
teach me. I can learn from my friends.   
 
Why do you think more people are living 
longer now?  
 
Better medical care. And better dietary 
habits…although not too many people 
have those. Particularly the men; I think 
that’s the reason they die earlier. Women 
are busy cooking for them and the 
women are tired by that time and don’t 
eat as much. And the men don’t have 
anything to do but sit there and enjoy the 
food. And, of course, I’m against that. I 
taught my husband and my brothers…
we were taught that they should help at 
the table…not just sit on their fannies.  
 
Are you looking forward to being 100?   
 
I hope not. You deteriorate, can’t help it. 
I still can do and think and enjoy music 
and a lot of things. When I lose that, 
then I don’t want to be here anymore. 
 
“Mimi Straub” continued on next page 

Mimi Straub in her 
assisted living 
apartment in  
Bonita Springs. 

What have you 
done to live so 

long? 

(Laughter). “I’m 
too mean to die.” 
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The Estero 
Historical Society 
threw a party to 
celebrate the 97th 
birthday of Straub, 
its founder, and 
the society’s 10th 
anniversary. Mimi 
Straub said, “It’s 
good for everyone 
to remember where 
we came from.” 
 

I couldn’t bring my piano; that was the 
hardest thing. I thought I could at least 
get a keyboard here. My daughters don’t 
want me to spend the money. I had that 
little chord organ. I can play hymns and 
Christmas carols but I can’t play rag 
time jazz on it. I still want  that piano…
or a keyboard…even if I don’t have it. 
 
The latest book by my daughter 
Kristina is Domestic Affairs: Intimacy, 
Eroticism and Violence between 
Servants and Masters in 18 th  Century 
Britain.  “Oh,” Kristina told me. “You 
don’t have to read it, mother.” But I am 
trying to read it. She also wrote a book 
called Sexual Suspects: 18th  Century 
Players and Sexual Ideology.   
 
You see, they’re dirty books. (More 
laughter). 

“Mimi Straub”  from page 4 
 
There are so many things about living 
to an old age as I have. The important 
thing is that you can be independent. 
I had caregivers in my house for a 
while, very dear and caring people. 
But I would be in the kitchen eating 
pie at 3 o’clock in the morning and 
they’d be having a wonderful sleep. 
(Laughs) I kept falling in my house. 
After my third fall, I decided I had to 
come to a place like this. I told my 
daughters I wanted a place big 
enough to have some of my old things. 
The clock in back of you is from 1838. 
I had it authenticated. That table over 
there was my grandfather’s. That big 
table was the kitchen work table of 
my husband’s great grandmother. And 
that chair is over 100 years old.  

The Friends of SCRL, Inc. recently 
purchased a Sony e-book reader and 
an MP3 player for the South County 
Library. Staff can demonstrate 
these devices to interested 
customers to show how our 
wonderful download station works. 
The reader can hold up to 350 book 
titles. At about 5 x 7” and weighing 
nine ounces, it’s small enough to 
take on the go.   

 
The library system offers down-
loadable audio books, videos, music 
and e-print books available for free to 
all Lee County library card holders.  
They can download titles to a home 
computer and transfer them to a 
compatible mobile player or listen to 
books or music anywhere. Audio books 
not your thing? Download e-books and 
read them on your Sony e-book reader 
or Mobipocket device. 
 
To access these formats, visit our web 
page at http://library.lee-county.com/ .  
Select “Download Depot” on the top 
left of the webpage. Be sure to look at 
the Quick Start Guide, go to an online 

tutorial, check out “Frequently Asked 
Questions” and look at a list of 
compatible devices. Also, install free 
software for your computer.   
 
To check out an item, browse categories 
or search by author or title. Add your 
selections to a cart.  Select “Proceed to 
Checkout.” Enter your library card 
number and pin (the last 4 digits of your 
phone number) to check out. Once your 
book is checked out, select “Download.” 
 
When the download is complete, you 
may transfer it to a supported mobile 
device or possibly burn it to a CD. Look 
for the “Burn To CD Allowed” icon for 
eligible titles before downloading.   
 
To purchase a device, check out the list 
of compatible devices at the same link. 
 
You can use SCRL’s designated station 
to download a title to your mobile 
device. Staff will be happy to show you 
our new devices, all of which have been 
supplied by the Friends of SCRL. 
 
— Ann Clark, Head Reference Librarian 
and Friends charter member 

See the e-book 
at SCRL.  
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Pre-register for the no-charge library programs bel ow at www.leegov.com/library.  
Click on “Library Services” and choose “Programs & Events.” Then, select “Adult 

Programs.” You may reserve seats up to four weeks i n advance of the program date. 
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Our Friends group was much in 
evidence at this year’s Friends, 

Foundations and Boards Members 
Group Regional Workshops  

 
These meetings, part of the Florida 
Library Association (FLA) outreach 
effort, were held in four locations 
throughout the state in December and 
January: Clermont, Crestview, Delray 
Beach and Ft. Myers. Eighty Friends 
groups and library foundations are 
members of the FLA. 
 
As a three-time winner of the 
Newsletter of the Year award from 
this group, David Hauenstein, editor 
of Friends to Friends , was invited to 
present on “preparing a successful 
newsletter for Friends’ groups.” 
 
FOSCRL President Claire Hauenstein 

presented “Networking With Other 
Friends Groups,” a discussion of the 
Friends Presidents Forum, an initiative 
of the Library System Foundation of Lee 
County, Inc.   
 
Technology can help 
 
An interesting twist to this scenario is 
that because of the travel distances to 
the workshop venues, an alternative 
approach was taken. Working with Lee 
LeBlanc of the Southwest Florida 
Library Network and using facilities at 
Florida Gulf Coast University, the 
presentations were recorded live on a 
Friday morning in November and 
uploaded to a satellite for viewing online 
at a future date. Disks were made for 
use at the workshops that presenters 
could not attend. The effort was well 
received by those present and definitely 
represents a move toward FLA 
becoming more technologically 
advanced. 
 
The regional workshop for this area of 
the state was hosted by Friends of the 
Lakes Library on January 7 in Fort 
Myers. More than 50 people from South 
Florida locations attended. 

As was demonstrated in the 
last State of Florida fiscal 
budget cycle, 
communicating the needs of 
local communities to 
legislative representatives is 
an important element of 
being a “Friend” to our local 
library. 

 
The budget cycle will be upon us again 
soon. The following message will allow 
you to be prepared when your support 
is requested. 
 
Members can help by using “Capwiz,” 
an online advocacy tool.   

To take a look at this way of accessing  
your state and federal legislators, go to 
www.capwiz.com/ala/home .  
Scroll down to view the various topics of 
concern at any given time regarding 
libraries. By inserting your zip code, you 
can forward messages to the appropriate 
legislators on specific subjects. You can 
also compose your own messages to your 
elected officials. This is an easy and 
direct way to convey your views.   
 
It is essential to the financial future of 
libraries for us, as Friends, to remain 
informed and vigilant on issues before 
our legislators. 
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Some of the 50 
Friends from 
around Florida 
who attended the 
last of four 
workshops across 
Florida, this one 
January 7 in Fort 
Myers. 



�������
�.����
�.����
�.����
�.� ����������.����.�����
�
����
�����5��������
������������.����.�����
�
����
�����5��������
������������.����.�����
�
����
�����5��������
������������.����.�����
�
����
�����5��������
������ ����

Friends of South County  
Regional Library, Inc. 

 
21100 Three Oaks Parkway 

Estero, Florida 33928 
(239) 533-4400       TTY (239) 485-1131 

Email: FOSCRL@aol.com 
Website: www.friendsofscrl.org 

 
Board of Directors 

Claire Hauenstein, President 
Jimmy Eichbauer, Vice-president 

Dorothea Meldner, Secretary 
Gretchen Schmidt, Treasurer 

Carolyn Piscitello, Director at large 
Steve Shandor, Asst. Treasurer, Director at large 

Karen Rockenbach, Director at large 
Beth Nitch, SCRL Regional Manager  

 
Ann Clark, SCRL Head of Reference 
Attorney Lee Carney, Legal Advisor 

Lori Van Wagner, LCLS Advisory Board President 
Kim Dailey, Webmaster 

Dave Hauenstein, Newsletter Editor 
Errol L. Clark III, CPA, PA, Financial Advisor 

Inside this issue 
 
Jeff Klinkenberg’s colorful look at Florida               
Page   1                            
 
Tickets available for author luncheons 
Page  2 
 
Two Friends celebrate 50th Anniversary 
Page  3 
 
97-year-old Friend of SCRL tells her story 
Page  4 
   
Keeping up with technology at SCRL 
Page  5 
 
More musical concerts and entertaining 
programs at SCRL, oh my                  
Page  6             
 
Friends reach out through action and 
advocacy                            

This silk pillow made by one of our Friends Board members is in just one of the 
articles you missed if you didn’t receive your November newsletter in the mail. 
See that and lots more, as always, at your 24/7/365 Friends of SCRL website. 

 
www.friendsofscrl.org   
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At noon on Tuesday, March 2, 2010, Friends of South  County 
Regional Library, Inc. will celebrate our 6 th  Anniversary at a  
“covered-dish” luncheon in the Meeting Room of Sout h County 
Regional Library. We’ll honor our Friends volunteers at this event.  

 
No charge, but reservations are required and Friend s are 
asked to bring a covered-dish. Details, including h ow to 
register, will be available soon. 
 
Friends member Don Vedeler will discuss his latest book 

at the luncheon.   
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