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A careful and compassionate
writer is revealed in this
interview.

What would you say is the value of
wartime experience to soldiers and
those who wait at home?

The best way | can answer is to
mention a project | was involved with
for the National Endowment for the
Arts called “Operation Homecoming.”
A dozen or more writers (myself
included) traveled to military bases all
over the world to encourage military
personnel (and their families) to write
something, anything, about their
personal experiences. Submissions
came back in the form of stories,

What can we learn about the results of
waging war?

War is the most traumatic experience
anyone can go through, and the after
effects can never be dismissed lightly.
Whether a veteran carries a physical
wound, or simply witnessed the horrors
of combat, every veteran is changed by
that experience. Obviously, some suffer
more dramatically from those effects
than others. Some seem to actually
thrive on it. On a large scale, the
results of war are political. But on the
scale I'm trying to write about, every
soldier is fighting his own war. As one
of my characters mentions, “They keep
talking about maps: study the maps,
learn the maps. To a soldier in combat,

before Shaara’s the entire world is what he can see, not

latest. The Steel novels, essays, poems, rap and folk
' what’'s on any map.”

Wave areThe musical compositions, and many other
Rising Tide, To The kinds of writing. About 12,000 pages
Last Man, The Last of submissions were edited into a 500
Full Measurand page book (published by Random
Jeff Shaara’s Civil House). This was among the most
War Battlefields. meaningful experiences of my life. If
those stories were not captured, they
would be lost. Every one emphasized
that both the soldier and the spouse
(or parent or child) waiting at home
must convey to the rest of us what
that experience is truly like. Or we
will never know.

How has your writing changed?

| had no idea what writing a book was
all about when | began the Civil War
series. All | knew was what kinds of
research to pursue (based on having
watched my author father), and then to
make every effort to tell a good story.
It's difficult for me to read my first,
Gods and Generals, now because |
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Chaplain Vedeler in
service. He's now
retired in Estero,
with his wife Linda.

“At two a.m. on a chilly, misty August
morning, Boston’s nightlife is winding
down. The streets are nearly empty of
life. Most of the bars are quiet, many
closed already. The rest soon will be.
Under the occasional streetlight a fine
mist drifts down at an angle...In a
dark alley, lit mostly by the reflected
and dispersed lights from the nearby
street, five trash cans are silent
shadows against the wet brick walls.”

Those are a few of Donald Vedeler's
lines that draw a reader into the scene
with the ease of a movie camera.
Vedeler is a master of description, not
only in setting scenes but in
describing the rush of action.

It's the kind of writing that impressed
readers of Vedeler's Moles in the
Eagle’s Nest and that will grab
readers of his second novel in his
Chaplains series, Tainted Hero.

10 % of the proceeds fromhat hero is Dave Huffnor who first

the sale dfainted Hero becomes a minister, then a U.S. Army

goes to FOSCRL. To 0rd§

a copy, go to

in the subject line.

paplain, much as the author who
erved 34 years as a chaplain in the
Army Reserves.

retchdon@peoplepc.com
and type “order your boolhile in Germany and later at Fort

Devens, Massachusetts, Huffnor
interacts with three women. The first
relationship puts his career in
jeopardy, the second becomes the love
of his life and the third puts the lives

of 17 people at risk. Along with six
Green Beret comrades, Huffnor
becomes involved in a dangerous
rescue attempt involving a group of
Boston crime figures.

As bad as it gets, and it does that,
Huffnor never forgets his calling:
“Huffnor breaks away gently...I need
to be alone...find some peace of mind.
Maybe I'll stop by the chapel and pray.

He places his hand on the front
doorknob, turns and looks at his wife
and says, ‘I love you.’ The door closes
softly behind him. Monica stands
staring at the door.”

Meet Donald Vedeler who will
take part in a Writers Panel at
SCRL April 7 at 7p.m.

Vedeler will tell us how he became a
published author, share tips for new
writers and answer questions.

Also, Anatole Kurdsjuk, author of The
Long Walk Home: With Miracles

Along the Way, gives a real life
perspective on the history and the
persecution of the Russian people,

first by Stalinist Communism and

then by the Nazis.

“SHAARA” from page 1

see so many ways | could have made
it a better book. Also, my characters
then, and for several books after,
were the men at the top, the generals,
the men who ran the show.

When | got to World War One, |
realized that war had changed, and
so, my storytelling had to change as
well. Thus, for the
first time, | brought
in a character who
was a 19-year-old
Marine private. I've
done that now in
each subsequent
book with much
more of the story being told from the
foot soldier’s point of view.

Note: Jeff Shaara appears March 21
at the SW Florida Reading Festival.
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A small group of interested people
answered the call of Linda Holland,
Manager of South County Regional
Library, in the Fall of 2003, when
she sought to form a Friends group.
Friends of South County Regional
Library, Inc. was chartered in March
of 2004 and achieved 501c3 tax
exempt status the same year. The
original board consisted of Bill
Parker, Cas Obie, Carolyn Piscitello,
Gretchen Schmidt, Lori Van Wagner
and Claire Hauenstein.

In the last five years, the Friends
have sold a total of $80,000 in used
books from three book sales each

%

year and our continuous sale “First Dibs”
bookcases in the library. We have donated
$62,000 in goods and services to the library
in that time as well. We've sponsored a
myriad of library programs, presented
concerts, supplied furniture and supplies,
had a local artist paint two murals in the
Youth Services areas and recently
purchased a sound system for the library’s
main meeting room.

Friends membership numbers about 280.
None of our accomplishments would have
been possible without the dedicated group
of volunteers who make our fundraising
initiatives possible. Our Friends to Friends
newsletter has been awarded a Florida
Library Association Newsletter of the Year
designation for the last two years. Our
website has evolved into a great
communication tool and hosts our archives,
through photos and articles of our history.

Much credit goes to the Directors who have
guided the organization and have been
willing to work to achieve results to date.

e have a wonderful relationship with

Current Friends Board. Back row (I to r): Car g{}] Nitch, current Manager: Ann Clark

Piscitello, Director at large; Gretchen Schmidt, di 4. and th . # of
Treasurer; Claire Hauenstein, President; Kargnc0"d I command, an ,t e entire staff o
uth County Regional Library who work

Rockenbach, Director at large. Front row (I t§8._ :
Jimmy Eichbauer, Vice President; Renee SO tirelessly on a day-to-day basis to serve
Maxwell, Director at large; Dorothea Meldnethe community.

Secretary; Steve Shandor, Assistant Treasurer
and Director at large. — Claire Hauenstein, Board President

....................................................................................

A few of the Friends members who toured SCRL's
big and bright new bookmobile at the January 29
Annual Meeting.

A 5th Anniversary celebration potluck, includiingsty cake
(inset), brought 40 Friends of SCRL to the libfargh 3 to be
entertained by author Darrell House (far rightyniag to his
fertile folk song phase.

Many photos in Friends to Friends
newsletters taken by Carolyn Piscitello
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The Friends February 6 and 7
Book Sale alone involved 151
hours of volunteer effort to
achieve the resulting $2,072

We truly appreciate Book Sale
Chair Carolyn Piscitello and our
volunteers who carry and sort
books, sit at sales tables and do
set up and break down. Their
names should be listed in the
dictionary under “work ethic.”

Patient book lovers waiting for the February 6
members-only Book Sale preview doors to open.

spent by 522 attending readers, Friends concerts and programs aren't the only
many of whom re-donate books events you have to get there early for. Always
to succeeding FOSCRL sales. carefully check the dates/hours for all those

popular Friends “no charge” events.

At Estero Community Park, Saturday
March 28 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

A day of continuous entertainment
including the jazz and blues band,
Mud Bone, presented by Friends of SCRL,
sponsored by a grant from Target.

Also on stage, Gulf Coast Symphony. Food
and information booths (including
FOSCRL’s) and art on exhibit and for sale.
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Guest author at the Friends of
SCRL’s January 22 luncheon, Sherryl
Woods, asked for no honorarium for
her appearance.

Then she donated one of her books for
each person attending. She also
donated 32 copies each of two other of
her books which we sold at the
luncheon, raising $125.

Carol Thompson won the
WGCU-donated basket at
the Woods luncheon.

At the February 24
Born/ Bob Morris
luncheon, Melody
Roehrig (at right)
the luncheon bask

Luncheon baskets put together by Kay Howard.
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For details on the above
special events Thursday,
March 19 and Friday, March
20, and on everything else,
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The Southwest Florida Reading Festival s the area’s premier
literary event! At this free festival, you'll find author presentations
with Q&A'’s and lots of book signings. Whether your  family is one or a
dozen, come one and all. Make a day of it from 10 a .m. to 4 p.m. For
admission, you need only your imagination.

Thousands of books for sale. Readings and shows for the youngsters.
Look for the Friends of SCRL information table. And  there are plenty
of food vendors for lunch.

The riverfront in downtown Fort Myers is a beautifu | backdrop for
activities in Centennial Park and in the Harborside Event Center.

Among the festival authors you can see will be Jeff Shaara (also
appearing at the Friends of SCRL March 2009 luncheo n), Robert
Macomber (featured at November 2005 and January 200 8 FOSCRL
luncheons), Ad Hudler (appeared at the February 200 7 FOSCRL
luncheon), Dennis Lehane, Lisa Black, Tracy Brown a nd Tim Dorsey.

Among the children’s authors will be Jeff Kinney, K  atie Davis, Darrell
House, Lois Lowry, Janeen Mason, Anne Mazer and Ell en Potter.

goto —> wwwa3.leegov.com/library/ReadingFestivalHome.htm

A few of the 2008-09
Concerts and Programs
FOSCRL brought you
and the public

Standing room audience for Scott Sanchez Feb. 14.

Broadway
veteran, Joan
Marshall, starts
concert season
Dec. 13.

Patty Carver becomes

Dolly Madison and
other “leading ladies’
Feb. 16.

Damaris Dancers part of big
Peters Pike crowd for
remembers Hafenkapelle Jan. 17
Doris Day
Jan. 27 . )
Janine Birtolo

William and Sue Wjlls brings to life

as “presidents and actress Sarah

first ladies” Feb 3. Bernhardt

Pictured as James March 10.

and Elizabeth
Monroe.

Pictured in the
role of Hamlet,

Two more from the “Friends Concert Series” presented at no charge
“Sawgrass Drifters” Folk Music Saturday, March 14a  t 2 p.m. (inside library)
This dynamic trio’s voices and instrumental work are exacting and pure.

“Mud Bone” Jazz and Blues Saturday, March 28 from 1 -3 p.m. Don’t miss their eclectic
mix of Jazz, Blues & Rock at Estero Community Park. See page 4 ad for exciting details!
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Friends of South County
Regional Library, Inc.

21100 Three Oaks Parkway
Estero, Florida 33928
(239) 390-3200 TTY (239) 498-6425
Email: FOSCRL@aol.com
Website: www.friendsofscrl.org

Board of Directors
Claire HauensteirRresident
Jimmy Eichbaueryice-president
Dorothea MeldnerSecretary
Gretchen Schmidflreasurer
Carolyn PiscitelloDirector at large
Steve Shandor, Asst. Treasui@irector at large
Renee MaxwellDirector at large
Karen RockenbaglDirector at large
Beth Nitch,SCRL Regional Manager

Ann Clark,SCRL Head of Reference
Attorney Lee Carney,egal Advisor

Lori Van Wagner]. CLS Advisory Board President

Kim Dailey, Webmaster
Dave Hauensteilewsletter Editor
Errol L. Clark Ill, CPA, PAFinancial Advisor
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