
Lois Thome, a TV journalist 
involved in her community 
 
You’ve been designated a Library 
Advocate of the Year by the SW 
Florida Library Network and have 
served the Lee County Reading 
Festival. Why? 
 
Libraries are a vital part of any 
community. Today's struggling 
economy makes that point even more 
clearly. Libraries provide vital 
resources to the jobless, those looking 
to further their education or to those 
just trying to keep up on important 
issues affecting their daily lives.    
 
You spend time in area schools 
reading to and mentoring students. 
How important is it for parents to read 
to their children? 
 
It's so vital. Fostering a love of 
reading, in my mind, nearly 
guarantees success in their 
educational lives. Good readers are 
generally good students, with natural 
curiosity and a drive to learn. I love 
the time, snuggling up with my 
children over a good book and then 
talking about it. It's a very special 
time no parent should miss. 
 
Tell us about your personal reading. 
 
I read mostly fiction. I get enough 
reality in my job, so I love the escape 
of a good work of fiction.  Currently I 
am reading Ken Follett's Pillars of the 
Earth . I'm also a big fan of Nicholas 
Sparks and James Patterson. I love a 
good story, and it's my way to take a 
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little vacation every day from the 
pressures of the world. 
 
When did you get the journalism bug? 
 
It bit me by accident. I was a pre-med 
student who wanted to be a dentist, 
when I grew tired of all those science 
courses. I decided to take a writing 
class and fell in love. I switched 
directions and never looked back. 
 
As a “Best News Anchor” awardee, do 
you find your celebrity to be helpful? 
 
It's absolutely wonderful. I owe my 
career to the people of Southwest 
Florida who tune in to WINK News 
every night. With few exceptions, 
people have been so kind and warm to 
me that meeting them or talking to 
them about what I do is a joy. I get 
requests now and then for an 
autograph and it still tickles me.  It's 
very flattering that someone would 
want it. I am happy to oblige. 
 
Are you considering a national news 
career?  
 
Not really. I love my family and my 
children too much to do that. It's hard 
enough as it is to spend time with 
them. I admire journalists who make 
that choice, as I hope they admire me 
for choosing to make a difference in my 
local community by staying local. 
 
Are you concerned about the dwindling 
number of daily newspapers? 
 
I am, but, like network television news,  
 
“THOME” continued on page 2  

November  2009 

Lois Thome lived in 
Wisconsin before 
joining WINK-TV in 
1992. One of her 
awards is the Quill Pen 
from the Florida 
Association of School 
Administrators for 
coverage of education 
issues and her 
community 
involvement in 
education. She was 
voted one of the top 
Women of the Year by 
Gulf Shore Life 
magazine. 
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“THOME”  from page 1 
 
changing technology is changing the way all of us g et news.   
 
We can go online 24/7 to find out what's happening around the world; we don't need to wait for a 
morning paper. I just hope that newspapers can succ essfully live on in the virtual world. We need 
them, like all journalists, to be the checks and ba lances on the powerful. 
 
Lois Thome and her husband, John, live in Fort Myer s with their son and daughter.  
 
At her January 20 luncheon appearance, Lois will ta lk about major stories she has covered from 
Hurricane Charley to the Columbine shootings. 
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March 11 — Lisa Unger is a New York Times, USA Today  and international 
bestselling author of literary thrillers. Her lates t, Die for You, was chosen as a 
"Great Summer Read" in Parade magazine (July 2009) and featured on Good 
Morning America . Her novels — including Black Out, Sliver of Truth and 
Beautiful Lies —  have been published in over 26 countries. Her writ ing has been 
hailed as "masterful" ( St. Petersburg Times ). 

Her website: www.lisaunger.com 

February 23 — Jeff Klinkenberg writes about Florida culture for  the St. 
Petersburg Times . A major player in that culture figures in his new  collection of 
essays, Pilgrim in the Land of Alligators.  His previous anthology, Seasons of 
Real Florida , has been a best seller. “If Jeff Klinkenberg isn’ t careful, he might 
give journalism a good name,’’ says author Carl Hia asen. “He has a rare eye for 
marvelous detail, and an affectionate ear for those  small, wise, bittersweet 
voices that tell the true story of Florida.’’  

His website: www . jeffklinkenberg.com  
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“A BIG thanks to the 520 book lovers 
who spent $1,700 at our April book sale. 
Y’all come  back and do it again.” 

Carolyn Piscitello, our Book Queen ���	���
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Recent activities of the Estero Historical Society are on 
display at the South County Regional Library in 
Estero. Two showcases in the library foyer present the 
recent relocation of two historical buildings to Es tero 
Community Park off Corkscrew Road on Corkscrew 
Palms Boulevard.  
 
Also, the preparation of the well-received Estero 
Historical Society Mango Chutney is detailed.  
 
The display is for the month of November only. Come  
and bring a friend.  
 
The Estero Historical Society is a member of the 
Friends of South County Regional Library.  
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T he snowbirds are in evidence 
once again, and we’re gearing up for 
another great season at South 
County Regional Library. Because of 
budget constraints, hours of 
operation have been curtailed but 
service levels remain at their usual 
high standards, much to the credit 
of the intrepid library staff! 
 
Our Friends group continues our 
work of giving back to the 
community once again for the  
2009-10 season. Since there is no 
money for library programs in the 
county budget, we are funding all 
SCRL programs being presented 
this season. Look for notices at the 
library as they are scheduled.  
Additionally, we will present the 
Friends Concert Series with five 
musical programs over the next 
several months.  
 
The most significant project for our 
Friends group this year was the 
purchase and installation of a 
$17,000 state-of-the-art sound 
system in the meeting room.  
 
We’ll also hold three Author 
Luncheons at The Club at 
Grandezza this year, commencing 
with the January appearance of Lois 
Thome of WINK-TV, a well-known 
local library advocate. This promises 
to be a great event. 
 
Our primary fund-raising activity 
continues to be our book sales.  
Since we started in 2004, we’ve 

raised over $81,000 from the sale of used 
books. And $50,000 *  of this has come 
from the continuous “First Dibs” 
bookcases you see as you enter the 
library.  These sales are due, in no small 
part, to the work of Carolyn Piscitello, 
Dorothea Meldner and Steve Shandor and 
their team of faithful workers. Many 
thanks to them all. 
 
With regret, we report that Renee 
Maxwell, our board member, has resigned 
because she has moved to Shell Point.  
Renee will certainly be missed and we 
thank her for her dedication to South 
County Regional Library. Also we were 
saddened to hear of the passing of one of 
our members over the summer, Ruth 
Lesser. 
 
On a joyful note, please join in wishing 
Mimi Straub, a Friends charter member 
and long time Estero resident, a very 
happy 97 th  birthday (Nov. 5)!  Mimi is 
living at the Summerville Assisted Living 
Facility (at the Promenade), 26850 South 
Bay Drive, Bonita Springs, FL 34134. 
She’d love hearing from you if you’d like to 
send her belated birthday wishes. 
 
Our first book sale of the season is 
scheduled for the first weekend in 
December. We look forward to seeing you 
then. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of 
our Friends group and the Library. 
 
—Claire Hauenstein, President 

Joyce Fecko, the other half of the Jimmy 
Eichbauer (our board member)/Joyce 
Fecko duo, is undergoing chemotherapy 
following recent surgery for colon 
cancer. We can help Joyce through this 
rough period by sending her some rays of 
sunshine from Southwest Florida. She's 
at 49628 Octavia, New Baltimore, MI 
48047. 

*  First week’s take from 
the original First Dibs box 
has grown to $50,000 in 
book purchases by patrons 
of South County Regional 
Library.  
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Circulation at SCRL in 2007-08 was 
just over 570,000 books, DVDs, CDs 
and other items. So far in 2008-09, 
circulation has grown to 636,000.  

Just over 296,000 people visited SCRL 
in 2007-08 while just over 326,000 

visited in 2008-09. 
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I f any of these appellations apply to 
you, South County Regional Library 
can fill your time this winter — six 
months would be even better — with 
volunteer positions as Greeters, 
Technology or Programming 
Assistants, and Super Sleuths who 
scour the stacks for long lost books. 
 
Specifically we are looking for a 
cadre of 16 greeters to work two- 
hour shifts Monday through 
Saturday during our busy season, 
directing customers to the 
appropriate place in the library, 
demonstrating the self-check out 
machines, and replenishing tax prep 
supplies. 
 
If patience is your strong suit, you 
might enjoy helping the reference 
staff as a technology assistant. 
Reserving an Internet station, 

opening documents, printing boarding 
passes, searching the library catalog are 
among the tasks that our customers need 
help with every day. 
 
Attention to detail is a must for our 
super sleuths; armed with lists of lost 
books and intuition, you may discover 
items that customers claim that they’ve 
returned and save them from paying 
unnecessary fines. 
 
Enjoy adult education? Help presenters 
set up the meeting room with chairs, 
tables or audio/video equipment. Take 
names at the door, collect evaluations, 
enjoy the program and clean up 
afterward. 
 
For an application and interview please 
email sbissell@leegov.com for an 
appointment. We look forward to 
working with you! 
 
—Sally Bissell, Reference Librarian 
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Karen, tell us how you and the 
Friends of SCRL became friends. 
 
I went to organizational meetings of 
our Friends group when it was just 
starting. A bout with breast cancer  
delayed my getting involved until a 
year later. Then I served two years 
as FOSCRL Board secretary. Last 
year I volunteered to help out again 
if needed. Now I am glad to be back 
as a director at large. 
 
From what I hear, you give 
volunteering a good name. 
 
I have been volunteering for various 
groups for over 45 years. It started 
with the Arlington Heights Junior  
Women's Club in the late '60s. We 
have dear friends to this day from 
that organization. I was very 
involved in the PTA and in women's 
associations at churches we attended.  
 
Most rewarding was the Main Street  
program in Libertyville, Illinois 
where we raised our children. It was 
our downtown revitalization group, 
part of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. We were very  
successful in bringing activities and 
new businesses to our downtown. I 
served on the board for nine years 
and as chairman the year we won the 

Great American Main Street award.    
I love being involved, especially in the 
communities where we have lived.   
 
Do you also find time to read? 
 
I belong to two book clubs, one here in 
Wildcat Run in Estero. The other book 
club is at our golf club in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin where my husband Wayne 
and I spend 5 1/2 months of the year; so 
many of us snowbird to SW Florida that 
we meet year round! I also try to get to 
SCRL book discussions. 
 
Tell us about the newest member of your 
household. 
 
Our daughter and granddaughter 
volunteer at Placing Paws, a dog rescue 
group in Illinois. They found two-year-
old Brody in a Tennessee shelter, one 
day from being put down. Placing Paws 
had him sent north where he was 
neutered and had an I.D. chip put in 
him. Our daughter's family gave him as 
a birthday gift to Wayne who’s always 
wanted a golden retriever. 
 
P.S. My husband and I are avid golfers. 
I feel so fortunate we can spend our 
winters in the warm weather although 
we miss our seven grandchildren; they 
are growing so fast. Thank goodness for 
this computer age and Skype. 
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“A major part of my life is needlework. I have been  a member of the 
Embroiderer's Guild of America more years that I ca re to count. I have worked 
in three different needlework shops over the years and taught many classes. I 
also was an officer for over 12 years and president  for four with the North 
Suburban Needlearts Guild in Illinois. I also quilt  and sew (especially for the 
grandchildren). I can solve the world's problems wh ile working on a 
needlework project. I find it very relaxing. 
 
Somehow, during all these years, I went from workin g in needlework shops to 
a retail career at a national women's specialty sho p for 10 years where I was 
sales supervisor.”   

Karen Rockenbach: 
“Wayne and I have 
been married 43 
years (yikes!).” 

“Oh, how I 
miss it 
when we're 
up north!” 

Karen made this evening bag she describes as “crazy -pieced, using silk 
ties and hand-dyed silks with silk ribbon embroider y and beading.”  
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Pre-register for no-charge library programs at www.leegov.com/library. Click on “Library 
Services” and choose “Programs & Events.” Then, sel ect “Adult Programs.” You may reserve 
seats up to 1 month in advance of the program date.  
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MORE AWARDS: FOSCRL’s Friends to Friends has won the “Best 
Friends Newsletter” award from the national Association of Library 
Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations. We also won the 2009 
Friends Website award from the Florida Library Association, as well as the 
Friends Newsletter award for the third year in a row. Recipients from left to 
right are Kim Dailey (website) and Dave Hauenstein (newsletter). 
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Jeff Shaara headlined March 20 Author Luncheon 

Orpha May of Bonita Springs 
won the gift basket. Many 
others won prizes, too. 

The author mingled with Friends. 
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A lot of guys enjoyed  
the historical novelist.  
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Friends of South County  
Regional Library, Inc. 

 
21100 Three Oaks Parkway 

Estero, Florida 33928 
(239) 533-4400       TTY (239) 485-1131 

Email: FOSCRL@aol.com 
Website: www.friendsofscrl.org 

 
Board of Directors 

Claire Hauenstein, President 
Jimmy Eichbauer, Vice-president 

Dorothea Meldner, Secretary 
Gretchen Schmidt, Treasurer 

Carolyn Piscitello, Director at large 
Steve Shandor, Asst. Treasurer, Director at large 

Karen Rockenbach, Director at large 
Beth Nitch, SCRL Regional Manager  

 
Ann Clark, SCRL Head of Reference 
Attorney Lee Carney, Legal Advisor 

Lori Van Wagner, LCLS Advisory Board President 
Kim Dailey, Webmaster 

Dave Hauenstein, Newsletter Editor 
Errol L. Clark III, CPA, PA, Financial Advisor 

Our own Cas Obie and four other history-hungry folk s joined the creator 
of the sea-going Honor Series novels July 11 for a three-day cruise 
promoting the exploits of protagonist Peter Wake in  his fictional 1883 
navigation of the Mekong River and the coast of Vie tnam. The trip was 
made in a Chinese junk called the Concubine, a rebu ilt version of a boat 
built in 1960. The local cruise was out of Macomber ’s hometown of 
Matlacha to the entrance of the Peace River.  
 
Cas writes: “Macomber gave each participant a cap, a T-shirt, a bottle of 
Vietnamese beer and a copy of his book, The Honored Dead.  I’m donating 
an autographed copy to the FOSCRL to raffle off.” 
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Inside this issue 
 
WINK-TV’s Lois Thome appears at Friends 
January luncheon                          Page 1 
 
Jeff Klinkenberg’s Pilgrim in the Land of 
Alligators featured in February              Page  2                            
 
Literary thriller writer Lisa Unger talks about 
Die for You in March                             Page 2 
 
Our Big Book Sale, impressive numbers and 
well deserved thanks                          Page 3
   
Historic display in November                 Page 3 
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FOSCRL president                                  Page 4 
 
Five free concerts this season                  Page 5
             
Special need for library volunteers described by 
Sally Bissell                                        Page 5 
 
Friends Board member returns                Page 6 
 
Eight no-charge library programs and how to 
reserve your seats                           Page 7 
 
Photos of our members and how to find even 
more of them                                        Page 7 

The Concubine 

Robert Macomber appeared at FOSCRL author 
luncheons in 2005 and 2008. This December he 
will be reading from The Darkest Shade of 
Honor, his new novel coming out next March. 
The reading is on December 17 at 6 p.m. at the 
Variety Store in St. James, Pine Island.  
Call 282-2165 for details. 
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