
Why does your newest book, Deadly 
Silver Sea , have that dark cover? 
 
This one is, indeed, a departure. It's a 
bit—no a lot—darker. That was my 
publisher's doing. They thought we 
needed to get away from the punny 
titles and bright covers. The character 
of Zack Chasteen, however, remains 
the same, a smart aleck, still getting 
into trouble and bulling ahead.... 
 
Why should we go out and buy Silver 
Sea other than to do our part to breath 
life into our slack-jawed economy? 
 
I hate to say any of my books are 
better than the others—that's like 
saying one of my sons is better than 
the other—but this is my favorite book 
yet. Fast-paced with lots of wild 
characters. Lots of hurdles for Zack to 
clear before he settles all scores. Plus, 
lots of stuff blows up...And yes, the 
economy will definitely implode if 
people don't buy it. 
 
What about the upcoming fifth in your 
Zack Chasteen series, Baja Florida ? 
 
“Morris” continued  on page 2, col. 2 
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Burn Zone  is the fifth 
and latest book of  
James O. Born. His 
readers are glad to 

hear that it features Alcohol, Tobacco 
& Firearms (ATF) agent Alex Duarte. 
 
When I asked Born about his next 
book, he said, “My next novel, oddly, 
is a future thriller under the name 
James O’Neal  due in June, 2009. It 
will be something different. Here’s a 
quote about the new novel:  
 
“One helluva story from one helluva 
writer! Only a cop like James O’Neal 
could create futuristic bad guys like 
these. And only O’Neal could weave 
them into such a slick, fast-paced 
story—one you’re convinced is the 
real world. This is a ride—and a 
writer (Born)—you’re long going to 
remember.” W.E.B. Griffin  
 
Born adds, “My next crime novel is 
not due for almost a year.” 
 
Born is a former U.S. Drug agent and 
state law enforcement agent. Each 
Born novel is based on some aspect of 
his career.  
 
“Born” continued on  page 2, col. 1 
 

January 2009 

That headline doesn’t tell you the half of it. These two mystery writers—Bob Morris of Winter 
Park and James O. Born of Palm Beach County—are fri ends. How do I know that? Morris told me, 
“Jim and I have become good friends over the past s everal years. Our first novels came out about 
the same time and we have since crossed paths dozen s of times on the road, often speaking 
together at events. Our books have little in common , mainly because mine have solid plots and are 
extremely well written, while Born’s…” Born, a man of fewer words, replied, “I’ve enjoyed 
travelling with Bob on our tours. It’s like a fathe r-son thing. And like one of his sons, I also get t o 
learn from his many, many, many mistakes. I love Bo b Morris.” You’ll love them both February 24. 
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Bob Morris relaxing 
which he does every 
chance he gets. 

Interviews by 
Dave Hauenstein 
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From Born’s website :  
Born is a special agent with the 
Florida Dept. of Law Enforcement 
(FDLE) and has been involved in 
investigations ranging from organized 
crime to drugs to public corruption. 
Before FDLE, he was in the U.S. 
Marshal’s service as a deputy 
marshal. 
 
A year later he transferred to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA). He worked all over the US, 
including in the drug wars in  Miami. 
He operated in one case with ATF as 
undercover agent in the KKK during 
an explosives investigation. 
 
Born says many of his story ideas 
came on late night surveillances with 
no one to talk to. With FDLE, he’s 
worked on everything from serial 
robberies to complex fraud cases. He 
says each investigation has its own 
form of satisfaction for the agent. 
 
Because so many people’s view of 
police work comes from TV and novels, 
they expect cops to be bigger than life 
or to fit a certain mold. Born captures 
the real life elements of police work 
from the endless stream of practical 
jokes and verbal sparring to the 
surprise and fear a cop can feel when 
he has to risk his life. 
 
Born also wrote Field of Fire, Shock 

Wave and Walking 
Money. Check out all his 
books and get a load of 
his unique homemade 
videos at 
www.jamesoborn.com . 
 
Fourteen years into his 
writing career, Born lives 
in suburban Palm Beach 
County with wife Donna 
and two children.  

I'm still in the early stages of fleshing 
it out so there is very little to discuss. 
And besides, that would jinx it. Let's 
just say that there is more of Zack's 
sidekick, Boggy, in this one. They set 
off for the Bahamas, aka Baja Florida, 
to find the daughter of an old friend 
who has gone missing. 

 
Your fans remember your 
other mysteries with a 
tropical flare: Bahamarama, 
Jamaica Me Dead and  
Bermuda Schwartz. But you 
also refer to yourself as an 
itinerant journalist. 
 

I started my newspaper career at the 
News-Press, first as a reporter and 
then as a columnist. I took over Randy 
White's column in 1978 when he left 
the paper to write his first novels. My 
wife is from there, a graduate of 
Cypress Lake High School and our 
sons, Bo and Dash, were born at Lee 
Memorial. My in-laws live in Cape 
Coral so we get down that way often. I 
was editor at Gulfshore Life from 2001-
2003 and still contribute to the 
magazine on a regular basis. 
 
What’s the best part of being a writer?   
 
Getting to make up life as I go along. 
Plus, when I get up in the morning, I'm 
only five steps from my office…. 
 
Bob Morris says his  
interests include 
“food, drink, and 
arguing. And it 
usually happens in 
that order.” 
 
You can hear some of Bob’s favorite 
music as well access his blogs on his 
website at www.bobmorris.net  
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“Morris” from front page  “Born” from front page  

Escape  Clause  
won Born the Florida 
Book Award for First 
Novel. 

Jim Born, the writer 

Undercover, Born is arrested  
selling guns to a felon. 
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The Steel Wave , Jeff Shaara’s latest novel, is the second in his World War II 
trilogy and his eighth best seller.  The Rising Tide is the first of his WW II trilogy.  
To The Last  Man is Shaara’s study of  the First World War . Jeff Shaara’s  
Civil War Battlefields  speaks for itself.  Those interested in the Civil War and 
the World Wars won’t want to miss this literary eve nt at the Friends of SCRL’s 
March 20 author luncheon.  www.jeffshaara.com  

From her bio, “When she's not writing or reading, S herryl loves to garden, 
though she's not at her best on a riding lawn mower . She also loves tennis, 
theater, and ballet, even though her top spin has l ong since vanished, she's 
never set foot on a stage, and she's way too uncoor dinated to dance.”  
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Among the 106 books by Sherryl Woods: the Sweet Magnolias  books, the 
Charleston series, the Molly DeWitt and the Amanda Roberts Mysteries and 
the Second Chance at Love series. Learn more about her books at 
www.sherrylwoods.com . Better yet, come meet her in person at the next 
author luncheon put on by the Friends of South Coun ty Regional Library.  

Seaview Inn, 
her latest, is one 
of the books 
Sherryl will be 
signing for you 
January 22.  
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Coming 

March 20 

Mending Fences Stealing Home Feels Like Family 
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those who have not been exposed to 
the public library as a community 
resource. 
 
Most of the 27 bookmobile stops are 
in low-income neighborhoods, 
housing projects and at programs for 
at-risk children and teens.  
 
During the summer, the bookmobile 
also serves children in summer camp 
programs. Today’s bookmobile makes 
biweekly visits to families in the 
neighborhoods of Fort Myers, Bonita 
Springs, Lehigh Acres, North Fort 
Myers, Dunbar and Cape Coral. 

The new bookmobile holds a 
collection of over 4,000 items for 
people of all ages: books, materials 
in Spanish, magazines, DVDs and 
materials to help people learn 
English. Over 80% of bookmobile 
customers are children and teens so 
the collection reflects their interest 
in popular fiction and non-fiction 
titles as well as materials for 
homework help. 
 
The bookmobile brings library 
service to families who have 
difficulty getting to a library and to 

“Friends Concert Series” presented at no charge  
 
Hafenkapelle — Cape Coral German-American Club Harb or Band 
Saturday, January 17, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (outside in front of library) 
As seen at Oktoberfest in Cape Coral, they will play German 
polkas and waltzes as well as American Pop and Big Band 
favorites.                       Sponsored by a generous grant from Target 
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Get a close-up view of the outside and inside of th e new 36-foot-long Lee 
County Library System Bookmobile at the Friends of South County 
Regional Library Annual Meeting Thursday, January 2 9 at 1:30 p.m. 
Telling you all about the new book bus and how it’s  going to serve 
residents will be Lee County Library System Outreac h Services 
Manager, Kathy Mayo. You’ll also learn the backgrou nd of bookmobiles 
in Lee County. Also the features and stats of this new vehicle that 
weighs over 26,000 lbs., full loaded. The county’s first bookmobile was a 
pickup truck that pulled a 20-foot trailer.  

Everglades-inspired graphics on the outside of the vehicle reflect the unique South Florida 
environment and remind us that our community is more than roads and buildings. 



��������	
��������� � � ���
���������� � � � �����#�

The December 6 Friends Book 
Sale drew 416 book lovers/
seekers who spent $2,798.  
 
The Friends also sold nine new 
memberships and processed 
seven membership renewals.  
 
Thanks to members and others 
not only for their spending that 
goes to South County Regional 
Library in the form of 
equipment and programs but 
also for bringing back the books 
they purchased at past Friends 
Book Sales. 
 
To paraphrase Dolly Levi in 
Hello Dolly , “Books are like 
manure; they do the most good 
when spread around.” So you 
know what to do. 
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“Friends Concert Series” presented at no charge  
 
Scott Sanchez Classical Guitar Concert 
Saturday, February 14, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (in the library meeting room) 
American-born classical guitarist Scott Sanchez has been described as 
possessing “fast and fluent fingers” and “glowing musicianship.” He’ll play 
spirited music of North and South America and works from European  
composers. 

Sponsored by a generous grant from Target 
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“Books have weight 
and texture; they 
make a pleasant 
presence in the 
hand. Nothing 
smells as good as 
a new book, especially if you get 
your nose right down in the 
binding, where you can still catch 
an acrid tang of the glue.  
 
The only thing close is the 
peppery smell of an old book. The 
odor of an old book is the odor of 
history, and for me, the look of a 
new one is still the look of the 
future.”  
�
— Stephen King 
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It’s set in the future but reeks of the 
1940s, with no apologies for the 
anachronisms. 
    
What about before retirement, were 
you a librarian or bookstore owner? 
 
Much of my early professional career 
involved commercial film operations, 
including the Motion Picture Service 
of the U.S. Agriculture Department. 
Later I was the Inorganic Chemistry 
Lab Supervisor for the Philadelphia 
Water Department. 
 
Now this sounds like fun. You and 
Betty are roller coaster enthusiasts. 
 
We are members of the Mid-Atlantic 
Coaster Club (from our times in PA) 
and the Florida Coaster Club, whose 
motto is “WE RIDE ALL YEAR.” We 
like the camaraderie and informality 
of FLCC more than any specific 
coaster, but we do prefer wooden 
coasters. It’s always more enjoyable 
when you share coasters with 
friends. Our favorite is HADES at 
Wisconsin Dells. Check out www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=8wh2ZpjtKnU.  
 
Is that your only hobby?  
 
We have used our pop-up camper to 
tour most of the U.S. Just this year 
we camped our way through the 
Florida Panhandle and also through 
the Keys to Key West.  

What brought your wife and you to 
SCRL and our Friends group? 
 
Betty and I were attracted to 
FOSCRL because as avid readers we 
have always been library users and 
understand how important they are 
to the community. We retired to 
Estero in 2003 and started looking 
for ways to support our community. 
We joined the Board at the Estero 
Historical Society and Betty became 
its Secretary. We’re impressed by 
how much this new organization has 
done to document Estero. 
 
What have you been reading lately? 
 
I just finished Supreme Courtship by 
Christopher Buckley. Like Carl 
Hiaasen and Dave Barry I enjoy his 
style of humor. [A timely quote from 
Supreme Courtship:  “Until the 1930s 
presidents were sworn in on March 4. 
The new date (Jan. 20) was chosen 
by Congress for the probability of its 
being frigid and miserable.” 
 
I try to read at least two books, if 
available, by each author, in fiction, 
to get a feel for their writing. If I 
read more – as in the case of Randy 
Wayne White where I have read the 
entire collection – it is because I 
enjoy the style. I enjoy the freedom of 
development that science fiction 
allows the author. I like older sci-fi  
like Slan by A.E. Van Vogt.  

“Friends Concert  Series” presented at no charge  
 
Sawgrass Drifters Folk Music Concert 
Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 2 p.m.  (inside library) 
This dynamic trio’s voices and instrumental work are exacting and pure. 
They harmonize beautifully and play well with flair.  
Hear folk music at its best! 

Sponsored by a generous grant from Target    
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Steve’s also very 
active at FOSCRL 
book sales and First 
Dibs. 
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“Friends Concert Series” presented at no charge  
 
“Mud Bone” Jazz and Blues (at Estero Community Park )  
Saturday, March 28, 2009 1-3 p.m.   
As part of “Arts Estero 2009,”  Mud Bone will play an eclectic mix  
of blues styles, including New Orleans, Funk and Rock. Jazz and 
Blues at its finest!                    Sponsored by a generous grant from Target 
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  Dolly Madison 



Friends of South County  
Regional Library, Inc. 

 
21100 Three Oaks Parkway 

Estero, Florida 33928 
(239) 390-3200       TTY (239) 498-6425 

Email: FOSCRL@aol.com 
Website: www.friendsofscrl.org 

 
Board of Directors 

Claire Hauenstein, President 
Charles (Cas) Obie, Vice-president 

Dorothea Meldner, Secretary 
Gretchen Schmidt, Treasurer 

Carolyn Piscitello, Director at large 
Steve Shandor, Asst. Treasurer, Director at large 

Jimmy Eichbauer, Director at large 
Renee Maxwell, Director at large 

Beth Nitch, SCRL Regional Manager  
 

Ann Clark, SCRL Head of Reference 
Attorney Lee Carney, Legal Advisor 

Lori Van Wagner, LCLS Advisory Board President 
Kim Dailey, Webmaster 

Dave Hauenstein, Newsletter Editor 
Errol L. Clark III, CPA, PA, Financial Advisor 
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Find yourself in photos of those who have 
attended Friends events. They’re all at  

www.friendsofscrl.org 

Check out the photo galleries on 
friendsofscrl.org 
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Join your friends and neighbors at this 
season’s four Friends of SCRL music 
concerts inside and outside South County 
Regional Library. There’s never a charge; 
just spend an hour or so enjoying 
yourself. See details inside this 
newsletter. 

Get up close to well known authors, from 
Florida and beyond. Above are a few of 
the folks who enjoyed meeting author 
James Hall at one of last year’s author 
luncheons. See page 3 of this newsletter 
to find out how you can join them this 
season. Remember, every ticket you 
purchase includes a $7.60 donation to 
help the Friends expand the programming 
at South County Regional Library in 
Estero. 
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